ok Philadelphia, October
15, 1792.

My dear 8ir,
The letter which you did me the faver to write
me of the 19th of September came %o hand two days ago.
The late symptoms of acquiescence in the duty en distilled

spirits whiech you announce in your quarter are parftiocularly
satisfactory. If the people will but mske a trial of the
thing their geod will fowards it will increase. ‘This has hith-
ertc happened everywhere the law has gone into operation. There
eertainly can be no tax more elligivle or less burthensomse.
Though I impose on myself great circumspection en the sub-
jeot of election for the Federal Government yet in relation to
the gharacters you mention I feel myself more at liberty and
my entire gonfidence in you will not permit me to affeot re-
gserve. I take it for granted that in all of the Northern and
Middle States, the present President will have an unanimous vote

I trust it will be so in the South also. A want of unanimity

would be a blot on our political hemisphere and would wound the
mind: of that excellent character, to whom the country is 80
much indebted.

Yor Vice-President, Mr. Adams will have a nearly unamimous
vote in the Eastern States. The same thing would happen in
¥ew York if the Blectors were to be chosen by the people; but
as they will be chosen by the Legislature, and a=z a majority
of the assembly are Clintonians, the Eleotors will,

I fear, be of the same complexion. in Jgrsoy Mr. Adams will
have & unanimous vote and according to present appearances in
Pennsylvania likewise. The parties have had a trial of their

strength here for repeesentatives, and though the issue is not

finally aseertained, there is a moral certainty from the re-
turns received that the Ticket supported by the Pederal In-
terest will prevail by a large majority. The Blectors nominated

by the same interest will all or nearly all favour Mr. Adams.




I believe the weight of Delaware wdll be thrown in the same

.~ao&1a and I think it probable that there will be votes for Mr.
Bdams in Maryland. I presume none in Virginia or Georgia. OfF
North Carolina, you can better Judge. In South Carclina he will
have votes but I am at a loss to judge of the proportiion.

This statement will inform you that ¥r. Adams is the man
who will be supported in the Northern and Middle States by the
friends of the Government.They reason thus - "Mr. Adams like
other men has his faults and his foibles - some of the opin-
ions he is supposed to entertain, we do not aAppProvecccececcccces
but we believe jhém to be honest, firm, faithful and inde-
pendent - a sincere lever of his country - a real friend te
genuine liverty; but combining his attachment o that with the
love of order and stable government. No man's private charac-
ter can be fairer than his. No man has given stronger proofs
than him of disinterested and intrepid patriotism. We will
therefore support him as far preferable to any one who is like-
ly to be opposed to him.®

Who will be seriocusly opposed to him - I am yet at a loss
to decide. One while Governor Clinton appeared to be the man.
O0f late there have been symptoms of Col. Burr's ocanvassing for
it. Some say, one or both of these will be played off as a di-
veraion in favour of Mr. Jefferson.

I do not sorduple to say to you that my preference of Mr.
Adams to either of these characters is decided. As to Mr., Clin-
ton, he is a man of narrow and preverse politios, and as well
under the former as under the present Government he has been
steadily since the termination of the War with Great Brittain
opposed to mmixxxX national principles. My opinion of Mr. Burr
is yet to form - but acecording to the present state of it, he
is a man whose only politieal prineciple is to mount at all
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events - to the highesti legal honors of the ¥ation and as much
surther as ciroumstances will carry him. Imputations not favor-
able to his integrity as & man rest upon him; but I do not vouch
gor their authenticity.

There was a time when I should have balanced between Mr.
Pefferson and ¥r. Adama; but I now view the former &s & man of
gublimated and paradoxical imagination cherishing notions in-
compatible with regular and firm government.

Thus have 1 opened myself to you with frankness. I doubt
not that I am perfectly safe in doing it.

You give me pain by telling me that you have declined
gserving in the House ef Representatives after the third of
Mareh next and that it is doubtful whether you will attend the
next Session.

I anxiously hope that you will find it convenient %0 ate
tend and that you will change your resolution as to not serv-
ing in a future House. The ensuing Session will be an inter-
esting one and the next Congress will either anchor the Govern-
ment in safety or set it afloat. My apprehension is excited
when I see m0 many valuable mambdrs dropping off. MNr. Lawrence
and Mr. Benson will not serve again. Mr. Barnwell alsc declined.
The House will I fear lose more of 1té talent than it can spare.

With the best wishes and regard,

I remain, dear Bir,

Your ebedient servant,

Alexander Hamilton.

Addressed to

John Steele, Bsqg.
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This is an exact copy of an autograph letter sent by Gov.
gwain to Judge Gaston and by him sent to John C. Hamilton. it n
was found among Judge Gaston's papers and placed in my possessio
by Judge G'S family. See reference to it in letter from Jno.
¢. Hamilton to Judge Gaston 1834 in which he speaks of it as
being valuable. / :




